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HILLCREST COMMUNITY CIVIC 

ASSOCIATION MEETING 
Hillcrest Recreation Center 

32ND and Denver St., SE 

Saturday, February  7, 2015 

10:30 AM to  12:30 PM 

 
PSA 606 POLICE  

COMMUNITY MEETING 
 East Washington Heights  

Baptist Church 

2200  Branch Ave., SE 

Wednesday, February  18, 6 PM 

 
ANC 7B MONTHLY MEETING 

Ryland Methodist Church 

3200 S St., SE 

 Thursday, February 19, 7 PM  

GUEST SPEAKER: MAYOR MURIEL BOWSER 
 
Mayor Muriel Bowser brings a pragmatic, hands-on 
approach to finding solutions to address the needs 
of residents in Washington, DC. She was first  

elected Ward 4 Councilmember 
in a special election in 2007,    
re-elected in 2008, and again in 
2012.  On November 4, 2014, 
voters elected Muriel as the   
seventh elected, and only     
second woman, mayor of the 
District of Columbia. Voters 
have strongly endorsed Muriel’s 

ambitious agenda focused on an open and ethical 
government, rebuilding quality neighborhoods, and 
transforming our schools and commercial corridors. 
 

During Muriel’s tenure as Councilmember, Ward 4’s 
population has grown, quality school choices and 
public spaces have increased, and hundreds of 
units of housing have been created.  Dozens of new 
stores, restaurants, and small businesses have 
opened, and violent crime has plummeted.  Positive 
and sustainable change is visible on every corner of 
Ward 4. 
 

Throughout her career, Muriel has focused her   
attention on enhancing the lives of residents          
District-wide.  She was selected by her colleagues 
on the Council as Chairwoman of the Committee on 
Economic Development and created more than 
5,000 units of affordable housing, passed legislation 
to build a new soccer stadium and secured the best 
portion of the Walter Reed campus for DC.         
Previously, as Chairwoman of the Committee on 
Government Operations, Muriel worked with her 
colleagues to pass comprehensive ethics reform in 
the District, improved the safety and efficiency of 
the Metro system, and increased transparency in 
government contracting.  As Chair of the Committee 
on Libraries, Parks and Recreation and the      
Committee on Public Services and Consumer     
Affairs, Muriel championed the causes of increasing 
the revenue generating potential of our public  
spaces, curbed bullying in our schools and         
recreation centers, and created consumer           
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development.  As presented at several meetings of  
the Hillcrest Community Civic Association, the 
completed project would include both residential 
dwellings and multiple retail outlets. 
 

Some of the retail outlets in the old shopping center 
met a community need, such as "Auto Zone"  and 
the electronics department of "Discount Mart", which 
had a high level of technical competency.  There is 
no guarantee they will be returning. 
 

As of this date, no knowledgeable source has been 
able to nail down a final completion date for the  
construction of the Skyland Shopping Center. 
  

In the meantime, across the street in the "Good 
Hope" shopping center, Ashley Stewart, a major   
retailer, closed its doors and the space remains 
empty. 

protections for homeowners facing foreclosure.  As 
chair of the Washington Metropolitan Transit    
Authority (Metro) Board's Planning, Program, and 
Real Estate Committee, Muriel led the adoption of                 
comprehensive revisions to joint development      
policies that promote more transparency,           
competition, higher quality transit oriented            
development, and include Metro’s first ever          
affordable housing policy. She also previously 
served as Chair of the regional Metropolitan     
Washington Council of Governments’ Transportation 
Planning Board. 
 

Muriel’s strong message of representing all eight 
wards won the hearts of voters and an endorsement 
from President Obama, who described Muriel as “a 
champion for working and middle-class families, and 
a passionate proponent of Washington, D.C.”  She is 
committed to improving the lives of all               
Washingtonians, whether they have been here for 
five minutes or five generations. Muriel’s fierce     
advocacy to improve the District won her the        
endorsement of the Washington Post which 
wrote:  “Smart, hardworking and                            
independent-minded, Ms. Bowser has shown herself 
to be an effective advocate for the interests of her 
demanding ward and a leading voice for education 
reform and good government.”  She was also     
honored with the Democratic State Committee’s 
Legislator of the Year Award (2012), the Phyllis 
Campbell Newsome Public Policy Leadership Award 
(2012), and the NoMa Business Improvement       
District Public Sector Award (2012).   
 

Muriel, a native Washingtonian, earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in History from Chatham College and 
a Master’s degree in Public Policy from American 
University. 

NEW HCCA BOARD SWORN IN BY  
THE HONORABLE JUDGE ZOE BUSH 

  

Appearing before the first regular membership  
meeting in 2015, was the Honorable Judge Zoe 
Bush, Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia.  Judge Bush performed two  

services on our behalf. Her first service to us was the 
swearing in of the new 2015-2016 Board of  
Directors.  As the group stood in a semicircle facing 
the membership, Judge Bush solemnly asked the 
new directors to "swear or affirm" their intentions to 
fulfill their duties "to the best of [their] abilities" and to 
do so "without any mental reservations."  She then 
extended her congratulations to the group. 

 

At a later point in the meeting, the Judge addressed 
the membership and spoke at length about the goals 
and objectives of the juvenile justice system.  She 
opened the floor for questions at the conclusion of 
her message. 
 

In addition to old directors returning to serve on the 
HCCA Board of Directors, the following new  
members were elected in November: De'Andre  
Anderson, President; Ruth V. Lewis,  
 

Continued on page 3 

DEMOLITION COMPLETED AT THE PROPOSED 
SKYLAND SHOPPING CENTER 

  

As the year 2014 drew to a close, the demolition of 
the old commercial facilities on the site of the       
proposed new Skyland Shopping Center was     
completed.  Over a dozen years have elapsed since 
the project was introduced.  Some of the delay was 
due to litigation involving the acquisition of         
properties being condemned to make way for the 
shopping center. 
 

Even as the dust was settling from the demolition, it 
was announced that Walmart had agreed to occupy 
a major site on the premises which would serve as 
an "anchor retail attraction" for the total  
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 HILLCREST RECOGNIZES ONE OF ITS OWN 
JUDGE ROBERT WILKINS 

 

The United States Senate  
confirmed Hillcrest resident, 
Judge Robert Wilkins, to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the D.C.  
Circuit last year.  President 
Obama nominated Judge Wilkins 
to the D.C. Circuit back in 2013.  

Judge Wilkins joined the appeals court from the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, 
where he was a trial judge since 2010.   
 

Judge Wilkins and his wife, Amina, have been 
members of the Hillcrest Community Civic  
Association since 2001.   
 

Congratulations to Judge Robert Wilkins on this 
wonderful achievement! 

 

 
 

Chair, Communications Committee; Jeanne 
Contardo, Chair, Education and Recreation  
Committee; Michelle Peete, Chair, Fundraising  
Committee; James Perkins, Jr., Chair, Public  
Safety/Emergency Preparedness Committee; and 
Linwood Robinson, Chair, Streets, Traffic and  
Transportation Committee.  A complete list of the 
HCCA Board of Directors may be found in the black 
box on the back page of this newsletter. 

  

HILLCREST COMMUNITY DISCOVERS  
SECRET SANTA 

 

Secret Santa is a little vain and 
would like some pictures too. He has 
been active in the Community for 
nearly 40 years starting with 
"Southeast Neighbors" passing out 
toys and food. They (Santa & Mrs. 

Ford of Penn Branch) would even trek to Anacostia 
in their appointed rounds. The only reason he is 
tooting his own horn is he just realized their  
probably is no one else that still has the breath to 
blow it for him.  
 

Hillcrest Community if you have been wondering 
who was the man under that red suit giving out all 
those jolly Ho-Ho’s, it is none other than long time 
resident David Kirkpatrick!  
 

When you see him around the community, show 
him Hillcrest Community love and say thank you for 
leaving all those wonderful gifts under the 
community tree. 



 

HILLCREST COMMUNITY CIVIC ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                                                                   4

HCCA Board 
 

De’Andre Anderson, President  
Michelle Phipps-Evans, First Vice President  
Boyle Stuckey, Second Vice President  
Deborah Johnson, Secretary  
Monica H. Evans, Treasurer  
Kenneth Burke, Parliamentarian  
A. Frank Anderson, Chaplain  
Ruth V. Lewis, Chair, Communications  
Jeanne Contardo, Chair, Education and  Recreation 
Mary Ross, Chair, Environmental and  Beautification  
Michelle Peete, Chair, Fundraising  
Philip Hammond, Chair, Membership  
James Perkins, Jr., Chair, Public Safety/Emergency  
             Preparedness  
Linwood Robinson, Chair, Streets, Traffic and  
             Transportation   
 

Contact information is available on our website at 

www.hillcrestdc.com 

 

Have you paid your dues for 2015?  
 
Your paid through date is on the mailing label of this 
newsletter. If the date is earlier than 2015, please 
send your payment now. The cost is $15.00/year, 
$24.00 for 2 years.  Make check payable to HCCA and 
send to P.O. Box 30895, Washington, DC 20030 or 
you can pay by credit card at:  
 
                   www.hillcrestdc.com/paydues.htm 

 

CELEBRATING AFRICAN AMERICAN 
 HISTORY MONTH   

 

The Association for the Study of African American 
Life and History (ASALH) has selected the theme 
“The Study of Black Life, History and Culture” 
for African American History Month for 2015.   
 

According to ASALH over the past century, African 
American life, history, and culture have become  
major forces in the United States and the world. In 
1915, few could have imagined that African  
Americans in music, art, and literature would  
become appreciated by the global community.  
Fewer still could have predicted the prominence 
achieved by African Americans, as well as other 
people of African descent, in shaping world politics, 
war, and diplomacy. Indeed, it was nearly  
universally believed that Africans and people of  
African descent had played no role in the unfolding 
of history and were a threat to American civilization 
itself. A century later, few can deny the centrality of 
African Americans in the making of American  
history. The  Association for the Study of Negro Life 
and History, as it was formally called  as stated by 
ASALH,  was instrumental in helping  to change the 
beliefs about African Americans and their historical 
contributions to the nation and the world.   
 

The year of 2015 ushers in the centennial of this 
great and important association.  The Association of 
American Life and History is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary through a series of events.  To obtain 
more information visit the ASALH website at   
http://asalh100.org/ 

 
 

Got Ideas! 
 

Please email any ideas or articles for the newsletter by the 15th of 
the month to hillcrestdc_newsletter@yahoo.com 

 
Follow on Twitter @HillcrestWard7 or write on the Facebook Wall, 

All Over Hillcrest 
 

Visit our website at www.hillcrestdc.com or join the conversation 
on our list serve at Hillcrestdc@yahoo.com 


