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In Memoriam of the Life of

John Rosenwald Hawkins
June 15, 1932 - January 8, 2018

John Rosenwald Hawkins, the eleventh child of William and Willie
Hawkins, was born June 15, 1932 in Halifax, North Carolina. John
began his college education at Hampton University, but his education was interrupted when he join the US Army in 1954. Following
his military service, he returned to school at Howard University and
completed his Bachelors at Bowie State University. In 1959, John
married his wife Flora and they were best friends for 56 years. The
Hawkins lived on the 3700 block of Bangor Street, SE.
John or “Rosen” as many of his family members and friends called
him, was one of the founding members of the Hillcrest Community
Civic Association (HCCA). Beginning with the first HCCA meeting
held in 1989, John volunteered to be of service to his community.
He served as HCCA’s Chaplin from 1989 untill 2013. Maintaining
close ties to his family in North Carolina, John and his family often
went back to their roots. Even if John found himself in North
Carolina, he would drive back to Washington, to deliver his words
of inspiration, wisdom, and his relevant thought-provoking
messages to the membership. He was a stable role model for
members of HCCA, and his warm and friendly smile endeared him
to the membership.
When members of the HCCA banded together and formed a
Neighborhood Watch organization, John volunteered to be the
Bangor Street block captain. HCCA says good-bye to a great
neighbor, good friend, and grand role model, John Rosenwald
Hawkins!
Rest in Peace! We will miss you!

THIS MONTH’S GUEST SPEAKER
The Membership

BLACK HISTORY
MONTH

This month we will have an Open Forum. After we vote on
whether we will submit a LED Resolution, we will use the
forum format to allow time for the membership to express their
concerns, interests, recommend guest speakers, and have
input into the direction and priorities of the Hillcrest Community
Civic Association. This is a time for a constructive dialogue
about our organization and its role in our community. See you
then.

Every February since 1976, the United
States has celebrated the achievements
of African-Americans during Black
History Month. The month-long
celebration puts those accomplishments
and milestones in focus via the media
and in classrooms.

MEMBERSHIP VOTE ON LED
STREET LIGHTS
The D.C. Street Light Task Forces has requested that the
HCCA write a resolution in support that DDOT install warm
white 2700 Kelvin LED street lights because they comply with
AMA recommendations. The AMA warns that “blue rich”
LEDS, those emitting a greater amount of blue wave length
light, are potentially harmful to human health because blue
wave length light suppresses the hormone melatonin which
regulates circadian sleep cycles. The AMA also warns that
those emitting a greater amount of blue wave length light
produce more glare which the AMA calls a “road hazard.
DDOT indicates that the current 3000 kelvin LED street lights:











Are meant to support/encourage mindfulness of light
pollution;
Increase efficiency;
Are better control of light pollution and trespass;
Provide Improved lighting coverage and uniformity;
Provide improved safety through better visibility;
Reduce energy consumption by at least 50%;
Reduce carbon footprint;
Reduce operation and maintenance cost; and
Have a longer warranty period (10 years).

Only current members are eligible to vote for or against a
resolution. Please obtain your ballot at the membership table
at the February monthly meeting.

Black History Month began as “Negro
History Week,” a label applied by
historian Carter G. Woodson in 1926.
Woodson was bothered by the fact that
many textbooks and other historical
reviews minimized or ignored the
contributions of black figures. Along with
his Association for the Study of Negro
Life and History, later the Association
for the Study of African American Life
and History, Woodson earmarked the
second week in February to raise
awareness of these stories.
Woodson chose that week
specifically because it covered the
birthdays of Frederick Douglass
(February 14) and Abraham Lincoln
(February 12). The ensuing publicity led
many mayors and college campuses to
recognize the week; through the years,
the groundswell of support allowed the
occasion to stretch throughout the entire
month.
In 1976, President Gerald Ford made
Black History Month official, saying that
he was urging everyone to “seize the
opportunity to honor the too-often
neglected accomplishments of black
Americans in every area of endeavor
throughout our history.”
The Association for the Study of African
American Life and History select a
theme each year in recognition of the
history of African Americans. The 2018
theme, “African Americans in Times of
War,” commemorates the centennial of the
end of the First World War in 1918, and
explores the complex meanings and implications of this international struggle and its
aftermath. The First World War was initially
termed by many as “The Great War,” “The
War to End All Wars,” and the war “to make
Continued on Page 4…
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ICE AGE COMES TO HILLCREST
It didn't just start this winter. Neighbors have stated that the first indication of a problem began about
two years ago. A tiny trickle of water rolled down an alley and made its way onto Camden Street, SE
between 34th and 36th Streets, SE.
The volume of water slowly increased to the point that it could not be
ignored. When the bitter cold snap of late December 2017 and early
January 2018 hit us, the problem became a crisis. The thick sheet of
ice that formed on Camden Street became such a problem that the city
government shut down that problem block to all traffic. The street
remained closed through January 7.
Aubrey Jasper, Jr. (a neighborhood resident) who took some of
these pictures for The Hilllcrest Newsletter, expressed amazement at
the thickness of the ice when he examined it for himself.

Hilllcrest's own Delia Goncalves Perry, a reporter for Channel 9,
broke the story in the news media for her TV station. At least one
other TV channel followed her lead and did subsequent stories on the ice problem.
Gloria Logan, a resident of 36th St., SE, has experienced major issues with the ice. She contacted
several public agencies seeking a response.

Several sources of the water flow have been ruled out. The city water department did a chemical
analysis of the water stream and did not detect the presence of the trace elements that are added to
city water.
A water main break did occur late in the week of January 1-6. That leak has since been repaired by
the water dept.

The ground has not been saturated with water. An examination of the official weather record found
on the back page of the Metro section of The Washington Post showed that the year 2017 was dryer
than usual. As a matter of record, September was the last month in 2017 that had a greater than
average rainfall for one month. December 2017 was very dry,
as has been the first week of January 2018.
In the meantime this (tongue in cheek) advice─do not stand
still in one place at the intersection of Camden and 36th Street,
or the glacier will eat you alive!
The ice was here, the ice was there,
The ice was all around:
It cracked and growled, and roared and howled,
Like noises in a swound!
─from The Ancient Mariner, Samuel Taylor Coleridge
To view the news story click the link below
http://www.wusa9.com/mobile/article/news/local/mysterious-water-leak-leaves-streets-covered-inice/504604405
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Black History Month continued...
the world safe for democracy.”
The ASALH 92nd Annual Black History Luncheon – February
24, 2018, Washington, DC. Will feature will feature distinguished
representatives of the United States Armed Forces who will discuss
a range of topics, illuminating the extraordinary impact of African
American military personnel in fighting racism and inequality at
home and abroad while ensuring civil rights for all over the past 100
years. For additional information on this and other events during the
month click on the link http://ww.asalh.org.

The Anacostia Playhouse

Midsummer Majic!
The Shakespeare for the Young puppet show, led by Annie
Houston, will be performing at the Anacostia Playhouse beginning
February 17th! This theatrical company of puppeteers is dedicated
to bringing Shakespeare to young children, ages 2 and up, through
a fun and interactive experience. The “Midsummer Magic,” tells the
fairy story from Midsummer Night’s Dream. All shows feature a
workshop after the performance with song, movement and
interactive play. Free! http://www.anacostiaplayhouse.com/.

Got Ideas!
Email ideas or articles for newsletter by
the 15th of the month to:
hillcrestdc_newsletter@yahoo.com

Pay 2018 Dues
Make checks payable to HCCA
Send to: P.O. Box 30895
Washington, DC 20030
Or
http://hillcrestdc.com/hcca/paydues.html
Follow on Twitter @HillcrestWard7 and
Facebook
Visit our website at: www.hillcrestdc.com
Join the conversation on our listserv:
Hillcrestdc@yahoo.com

Hillcrest Newsletter brings you the information of the community
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