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 Special Points 
of Interest 

HILLCREST COMMUNITY CIVIC  
ASSOCIATION  

MEETING  
Hillcrest Recreation Center  
32nd and Denver Street, SE   

Saturday, June 2nd  
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM  

PSA 606 POLICE  
COMMUNITY MEETING  

East Washington Heights  
Baptist Church  

2200 Branch Ave., SE  
Wednesday, June 20th, 6 PM 

ANC 7B MONTHLY MEETING  
Ryland Methodist Church  

3200 S St., SE  
Thursday, June 21st, 6:30 PM 
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District of Columbia
Office of the Inspector
General 
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 Risky Advertising and
Outright Scam 
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This month a representative from The 

District of Columbia Office of the     

Inspector General will be the guest 

speaker.  The Office of Inspector    

General (OIG) was established in 1979 

to protect the city government against 

fraud, waste, and abuse of resources. 

The OIG is comprised of four units – 

the Audits Unit, the Investigations Unit, 

the Inspections and Evaluations Unit, 

and the Medicaid Fraud Control Unit.  The office was enabled legisla-

tively to initiate and conduct independent fiscal and management     

audits, inspections, and investigations of District government     

operations. 

In November 2003, the Office of the Inspector General was moved to 

the executive branch of the district government and term appointments 

in increments of six years were implemented.  

Since the office’s inception, eleven Inspector Generals have served     

residents and employees of the local government.  Appointed in 2016,   

Inspector General Daniel W. Lucas is the eleventh inspector general 

and continues the tradition of guarding the city against fraud, waste and 

abuse, while concurrently enhancing service delivery through increased 

resources and attention to proactively guard against fraud, waste and 

abuse and ensuring reactive engagements are substantial and     

impactful.   

All Hillcrest Community Civic Association members who 

have not paid the yearly membership dues by June 1st  

will no longer receive the monthly newsletter. 

Don’t miss out on what is happening in the Hillcrest 

Community, renew your membership today! 



Page 2 

HCCA BYLAWS UPDATE 

The Board of Directors has taken on the task to update the by -laws of the Association.  We will dedi-

cate August’s membership meeting to discuss the proposed changes and vote on any changes to the 

by-laws.  In the months of June and July, members may obtain copies of the proposed changes at 

the monthly meeting or review it on the HCCA website.   Below are examples of proposed changes.  

ARTICLE 3  
DIRECTORS  
SECTION 1.  NUMBER 

Original wording 

The Association shall have up to twenty -one (21) directors, collectively they shall be known as the 

Board of Directors.  These Directors shall consist of seven (7) at-large directors who will be elected 

officers (President, First Vice President, Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, 

Chaplain and Parliamentarian); seven (7) directors who will chair the seven Standing Committees; 

and ex-officio members.   

New wording 

These Directors shall consist of six (6) at-large directors who will be elected officers (President, First 

Vice President, Second Vice President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and Chaplain)  

Change to six at large directors by removing the Parliamentarian.  According to Roberts Rules of   

Order the parliamentarian is not elected. 

SECTION 2.  EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 

Original Wording  

Ex-officio members of the Board shall include:  past presidents of the Association, the Historian, 

Editor of the Newsletter, and at large directors who function as chairs of Ad Hoc Committees     

including Nominations and Hospitality.    

New wording 

Ex-officio members of the Board shall include:  past presidents of the Association, the Historian, and 

at large directors who function as chairs of Ad Hoc Committees including Nominations and     

Hospitality.    

Editor of the newsletter was removed because the Chair of the Communication Committee serves as 

the editor. 

SECTION 9.  REGULAR MEETINGS  

Original wording 

Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the first Saturday of each month at 10:30 A.M., 

unless such day falls of a legal holiday, in which event the regular meeting shall be held at the same 

hour and place on the subsequent Saturday.  

New wording 

 Regular meetings of the Directors shall be held on the first Saturday of each month or set by the 

president of the Association, unless such day falls of a legal holiday, in which event the regular meet-

ing shall be held at the same hour and place on the subsequent Saturday.  
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TRICKY ADVERTISING AND OUTRIGHT SCAMS

There Is a Difference 

Earlier this year, The Washington Post ran a feature story in the Local Living section on the     

problem with retailers announcing sales with XX off on featured items.  The article raised an     

obvious question ─ if a retailer offers XX off on certain products, how do we know the discount is 

really a true discount and not a reflection of prices that have already been available throughout 

much of the year?     

Based on careful research, the investigating reporters found that the "sale" price was often the 

regular price offered throughout much of the previous twelve months.  Some of the offending    

retailers were among the well-known names in the Washington area. 

The Post article did not address another tricky tactic some retailers and building contractors 

use.  A sale will be advertised and in big numbers a specific discount will be offered.  But under-

neath the big numbers there will be printed in very small letters a disclaimer saying "up to."  The 

merchant is not committing himself to the big discount. 

It would be difficult to prove that the above tricky advertising is illegal.  Buyers beware. 

There is another gimmick that is unlawful.  Recently at least one Hillcrest resident received an     

email which appeared to be from a local bank.  The email stated that the banking institution   

needed to upgrade the information on a credit card ending in **** (which was the actual final four 

numbers on the customer’s credit card.)  The email went on to state the customer could either 

click on a suggested web site, or if the customer preferred, he or she could come to the local 

branch office and speak with a customer representative. 

Now that certainly sounds innocent enough.  The email was not insisting that the customer handle 

the transaction over the internet but there was a choice offered.  Fortunately the Hillcrest resident 

chose the second option and went to the bank.  The bank manager took one look at the email and 

said, "That is a scam.  Ignore it .  Don't even "click on" such an email." 

Then the manager showed the difference in the offending email.  True enough, the name of the 

bank was spelled correctly in the first part of the sender's identity.  Only when careful scrutiny was 

given to the latter part of the sender's address (the part following "@"), could a variation be     

discovered.  "We don't send out messages like that on the internet," the manager cautioned.  

While we are sleeping, the crooks are scheming ─ how they might steal from us. 

HILLCREST FUNDRAISER WINE RAFFLE  
The HCCA Fundraising Committee has partnered with the Education Committee and the Hillcrest 

Day Committee for a Wine Raffle.  This is an opportunity for everyone to get involved and support 

the HCCA and its activities. 

Beginning now, we are asking for donations of at least one bottle of wine that retails at a minimum 

of $10.00. We are asking HCCA Board members to donate at least 2 bottles of wine. Wine can be 

dropped off at the HCCA meeting on Saturday, June 2 and Saturday July 7th.  If you cannot make 

these meetings you can contact or drop off your donation to any Fundraising Committee member. 

 Continued on Page 4... 



Got Ideas! 

Email ideas or articles for newsletter  by 
the 15th of the month to:    
hillcrestdc_newsletter@yahoo.com  

 
 

Pay 2018 Dues                                      
Make checks payable to HCCA  
Send to:  P.O. Box 30895  

Washington, DC 20030 
Or 
www.hillcrestdc.com/hcca/paydues.html  
 

 

Follow on Twitter @HillcrestWard7 and  
Facebook  

 

 

Visit our website at: www.hillcrestdc.com  

 

 

Join the conversation on our listserv:  

Hillcrestdc@yahoo.com  

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Hillcrest Newsletter  brings you the information of the community  

HCCA Board  
Karen Williams, President  
Michelle Peete, First Vice President  

Boyle Stuckey, Second Vice President  
Yvonne Dupree, Secretary  
Monica H. Evans, Treasurer  
Kenneth Burke, Parliamentarian  

Ruth V. Lewis, Chair, Communications  
Jeanne Contardo, Chair, Education   
Mary Ross, Chair, Environmental and Beautification  

Philip Hammond, Chair, Me mbership  
James Short, Chair, Public Safety/Emergency Preparedness  
Michelle Phipps-Evans, Chair, Recreation  

WINE RAFFLE Cont’d... 

The Fundraising Committee members 

are Earl and Karen Williams, Sheila 

Brown, and Terence and Michelle 

Peete. 
 

Tickets for the raffle will be available at 

HCCA meetings held July through September.  The last day to 

purchase tickets will be September 20th and winners will be 

announced at Hillcrest Day on Saturday, September 22nd  

You do not have to be present to win.  There will be as many 

chances to win as we have bottles of donated wine. Our goal 

is to provide 5 winners between 25 to 50 bottles of wine,     

depending on the generosity of our supporters.     
 

You can contact anyone on the Fundraising, Education or    

Hillcrest day committee to make your donation or purchase a 

ticket.   

http://www.hillcrestdc.com/hcca/paydues.html

