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 Hillcrest Community Civic
Association Meeting
Hillcrest Recreation Center
32nd and Denver St., SE
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 PSA 606 Police Community
Meeting
East Washington Heights
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2200 Branch Ave., SE
Wednesday, November 18, 6 PM



ANC 7B Monthly Meeting
Ryland Methodist Church
3200 S St., SE
Thursday, November 19, 7 PM

On Oct. 6, 2015, Mayor Bowser announced that the DC government,
including the Office of the People's Counsel (OPC), reached a settlement with Pepco Holdings, Inc. and Exelon regarding the
proposed merger of the two companies.
The settlement provides that Exelon will more than double its previous offer of direct benefits to customers by providing $72.8 million
for bill credits, low-income assistance, renewable energy and
energy efficiency programs in the District. These funds are expected to offset distribution
rate increases for residential customers through March 2019. Of the direct funds
provided, $16.15 million would be used to help low-income customers. There are many
other provisions of the settlement that will deliver benefits to residential customers and
businesses in the District of Columbia.

Pepco and Exelon filed the proposed settlement agreement with the Public Service
Commission of the District of Columbia on Oct. 6 along with a motion requesting that the
Commission consider the settlement as part of the existing merger docket. There is an
expectation that any Commission process will re-open the record for public comment on
the terms of the settlement.
As the regulatory process moves forward, Pepco wants to keep communities informed,
and Pepco Region President Donna Cooper will be providing a briefing on the status and
details of the merger settlement at the HCCA's November meeting on November 7, and to
respond to any questions residents may have.
Additional information on the merger is available on the HCCA website,
www.hillcrestdc.com.

HCCA BOARD WORKS FOR YOU, THE COMMUNITY
Yearly, the chairs of each committee submit work plans to the board discussing issues that
their committees would like to undertake based on the descriptions for their committees
in the by-laws. It is time for each committee to submit new work plans, and the
committees want to hear from you. For the next several months, as a regular feature of
the monthly meetings, Michelle Peete will lead a discussion of the community’s concerns
in reference to each of the Associations’ committees. This will ensure that when the committee chairs propose their new work plans, the committees will take into consideration
Continued on Page 4….
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A MESSAGE FROM THE 1st and 2nd VICE PRESIDENTS
Dear Neighbors,
This year 2015 has been a whirlwind and an exciting year for the community. Like most things in life, we have had a
few highs and a couple of lows. First, we will like to thank you for your consistent support and advice on how you will
like to build our civic association and how we can continue to build our membership.
As we look back on the speakers who have addressed us this year, we hope that you were able to learn something new
and to bring your concerns to them. The speakers for 2015 included Mayor Muriel Bowser, Council Chair Phil
Mendelson, City Administrator Rashad Young, Councilmember Elissa Silvermann, Attorney General Karl Racine, Deputy
Mayor Courtney Snowden, Pretrial Services Agency Director Clifford Keenan, DCRA Director Melinda Bolling, H Street
Community Development Corporation Executive Director Kenneth Brewer, DC Superior Court Judge Zoe Bush, Josh
Burch from DDOE and the 11th Street Bridge Park Director Scott Kratz.
Let's not forget our Ward 7 Councilmember Yvette Alexander who updated us on legislative activities. This list reads
like a who's who of Washington, DC. and each leader felt it was important to address the issues of concern to our
Ward 7 community.
Of course the work is not done. Their coming and listening to our concerns is only the first step--our follow up,
advocacy and holding elected officials accountable are where we can continue to make the difference. Be assured that
the HCCA will continue to be your voice through our board and committees, which tirelessly continue to work to
represent you. Through our upcoming community concerns meeting this November, you have an opportunity to let
your voice be heard.
Sincerely,
Michelle Phipps-Evans, First Vice President
Boyle Stuckey, Second Vice President

PROBLEMS WORSEN AT JUVENILE FACILITY
Nestled between a federal park and a district park, the Hillcrest neighborhood at the intersection
of "V" Place and 31st St. SE, had been a quiet community. But over a year ago a former resident
moved and leased his house to a private corporation. That corporation then entered into a
contract with the D.C. government to operate a holding facility for juvenile offenders.
The problems began right away. Sometimes the building at 2018 31st St. housed male offenders,
sometimes female. The occupants were brought to the house in handcuffs. Discipline was so lax that the young offenders would be seen crawling out a window onto a roof and apparently smoking "pot."
Last year, concerned neighbors met in a private home to discuss their grievances. Later, representatives from the city
government came to an ANC meeting and spoke to the problems. They promised change, such as putting an alarm on
the second floor window that would activate if the window was raised.
A year later, the situation has worsened. Neighborhood witnesses have cited negative behavior occurring this
summer. Some of them are: residents climbing onto the roof, fights where the police are called, residents escaping
from the facility, the sound of horns blowing and people loudly talking, trash thrown on the
sidewalk and persons sometimes block private driveways with their vehicles.
It has been reiterated by those familiar with the law, that the owner of the property has a
"matter of right" (MOR) to lease the property to any qualified lessee. Does the DC government have any responsibility to demand that the private contractor running the facility maintain a good standard of discipline within the house?
One neighbor described the house as (public) nuisance. If the premises were a nightclub, would the police close it
down?
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4TH ANNUAL HILLCREST DAY
"We knew we bought a house but never expected to buy into a neighborhood!"
And boy are we glad we did!
My husband first expressed that sentiment when we moved into Hillcrest nearly 6 years ago and I
was reminded of it as I looked out at the Hillcrest Rec Center to see all my neighbors celebrating this
wonderful community.
The chilly temperatures did not deter folks from enjoying our 4th Annual Hillcrest Day. If you didn't
make it (or catch the coverage on WUSA9's 11pm show) you missed one heck of a party!..from DJ
Pumpin' Archie to master violinist Dawn Michelle Johnson to Wilson High School Slam Poetry Club to
our show stopper Tamara Wellons who graced us with LIVE jazz, soul and dance music.
The kids were busy painting pumpkins, jumping on moon bounces and monkeying around with the
Boy Scouts and their rope ladder. Our information alley, free raffle, DR Soul Line Dancing and Fast Freddie the clown
were also big hits.
#HillcrestDay2015 was not only the place to be for residents but politicos from all over the District, including CMs
Yvette Alexander, David Grosso and Elissa Silverman. MPD showed support with Asst. Chief Diane Groomes, 6D
Commander Taylor, Lt. Munk and Officer Persaud.
Thank you to our sponsors: Safeway, Rappaport, WUSA9, Century 21 Millenium and Fragers Hardware.
Thank you to HCCA, Planning Committee members, volunteers and YOU for making #HillcrestDay2015 such a success!
See you next year!
With gratitude,

Delia G. Perry
#Hillcrestday2015 Chair

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE HCCA HOLIDAY PARTY

Save the Date
Hillcrest Community Civic Association's Holiday Party
The board of the Hillcrest Community Civic Association cordially invites you to its annual
holiday party at the recreation center on Saturday, December 5. As always, a brief meeting
will begin at 10:30 am, and it will be followed by the celebration at around 11:15 am.
Like previous years, the party will be catered. Reservation and ticket price information will
be provided in the next few weeks. However, the HCCA anticipates that the cost will be no
more than $25 per person, less for children.
You must be a member in good standing to participate. Names will be checked at the door.
Any questions about the holiday lunch, contact HCCA Hospitality Chair Yvonne Burke at
(202) 584-3018.

HCCA BOARD WORKS FOR YOU, THE COMMUNITY continued...
the concerns of the community.
For November, we will discuss the Legislative Committee. At a minimum, this committee shall track, monitor, and
study all legislative orders, rules, and regulations within the Council of the District of Columbia that affect the Hillcrest
community and Ward 7. This is a large undertaking. We are coming to the community to narrow the focus and make
recommendations or suggestions on areas that are an immediate concern to Hillcrest and Ward 7. Please come
prepared to discuss your concerns. We look forward to hearing from you. If you are unable to attend the November
meeting, but want to submit suggestions, please e-mail Boyle Stuckey at bstuckey@hillcrestdc.com.

HCCA Board
Michelle Phipps-Evans, First Vice President
Boyle Stuckey, Second Vice President
Deborah Johnson, Secretary
Monica H. Evans, Treasurer

Have you paid your dues for 2015?
Your paid through date is on the mailing label of this newsletter. If the date is earlier than 2015, please send your payment now. The cost is $15.00/year, $24.00 for 2 years.
Make check payable to HCCA and send to P.O. Box 30895,
Washington, DC 20030 or you can pay by credit card at:

Kenneth Burke, Parliamentarian
A. Frank Anderson, Chaplain

www.hillcrestdc.com/paydues.htm

Ruth V. Lewis, Chair, Communications
Jeanne Contardo, Chair, Education and Recreation
Mary Ross, Chair, Environmental and Beautification
Michelle Peete, Chair, Fundraising
Philip Hammond, Chair, Membership
James Perkins, Jr., Chair, Public Safety/Emergency
Preparedness
Linwood Robinson, Chair, Streets, Traffic and
Transportation

Got Ideas!
Please email any ideas or articles for the newsletter by the 15th of
the month to hillcrestdc_newsletter@yahoo.com
Follow on Twitter @HillcrestWard7 or write on the Facebook Wall,
All Over Hillcrest

