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The November 4th  
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will be held at 

The United Medical Center  
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Special Points of Interest 
 

HILLCREST COMMUNITY  
CIVIC ASSOCIATION  

MEETING  
The United Medical Center  
1310 Southern Avenue, SE   

November 4, 2017  
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM  

 
PSA 606 POLICE  

COMMUNITY MEETING  
East Washington Heights  

Baptist Church  
2200 Branch Ave., SE  

Wednesday, November 15th  
6 PM  

 
ANC 7B MONTHLY MEETING  

Ryland Methodist Church  
3200 S St., SE  

Thursday,  November 16th,  
7 PM  

 

In This Issue 
  
 Guest Speakers:      
        United Medical Center  
        Representatives 
 
 HCCA Needs You! 
 
 Dedication at Alger Park 

Restoration 
 
 Quality Health Care East of 

the River 
 
 The Alabama Avenue SE 

Corridor Safety Study     
Continues  

The UMC will host HCCA’s November 4, 2017 membership meeting 

at the hospital.  UMC will provide a continental breakfast, a meet and 

greet with administrators and doctors, the opportunity to discuss 

UMC’s future, and a tour of the hospital.   

http://united-medicalcenter.com/ 

Courtesy of www.brainyquote.com 

http://united-medicalcenter.com/
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HCCA needs committee chairs and members for the following: 
 

Chaplain: The chaplain opens and closes all meetings of the Association with observance 
deemed appropriate by the membership. 
 

Chair, Streets, Traffic and Transportation -  The Committee shall monitor, advise on and keep  the 
membership abreast of plans and proposals for street, traffic and transportation changes or improve-
ments.  The Committee shall serve as liaison to public and private agencies.  The Committee will  
develop plans and recommendations for information and action.  The Committee will prepare an annual 
budget and report to the board of directors on all expenditures.  
 

Ad Hoc Committee, Holiday Decoration - The Committee will organize the annual tree lighting  
ceremony for 2017. 
 

If you are interested in serving as the chair or as a member of the committee, please contact Michelle 
Peete at (202) 291-1974 or michelleamospeete@gmail.com. 

HCCA NEEDS YOU! 

DEDICATION AT ALGER PARK RESTORATION 
  

About fifty people turned out on a rainy morning, Oct. 9th, for the  
dedication of the Alger Park Restoration.  (Alger Park is a city 
owned park lying between 31st  St., SE and the intersections of  
Hillcrest and Park Drives.)  Present were neighbors, members of 
the Hillcrest Community Civic Association (HCCA), representatives 
of the DC Dept. of the Environment, and members of the construc-
tion team who had labored on the $2 million dollar plus project. 
 

Karen Williams, President of the HCCA, Mary Ross, Chair of the HCCA Environmental Committee 
(which had pushed for the past few years for the restoration project) and Josh Burch from the DOE all 
spoke briefly.  Children held the ends of a long green ribbon and several persons stepped up to cut the 
ribbon to officially open the park. 
 

It should be kept in mind that the main purpose of this construction was to ameliorate the tons of soil 
being washed down the park stream.  Josh Burch, in previous conversations, had stated that the Alger 
Park creek was the worst source of dirt and soil pollution on District property.  Dirt slopes had been  
undercut, exposing stark clay precipices and trees had toppled over due to erosion. 
 

Also present was "Steve," the construction engineer who had supervised the restoration work.  He  
remarked that there were problems that arose during the course of the project.  Most often, his task was 
not to invent a way to solve the problems, but to listen to those who offered several ways to solve a  
dilemma, and then choose from among them. 
 

Several things stood out on a walking tour of the entire length of the stream:  (1) The overall floor of the 
stream valley had been elevated; (2) Dozens of trees (all native  
species) had been planted and protected by fresh mulch; (3) Where 
there had once been open pipes spewing their water runoff from the 
surrounding streets, now there are buried pipes that allowed the water 
to "bubble up" from below; (4) A soft gurgling song emanated all along 
the stream, produced by water tumbling over massive stones fed by 
numerous catch ponds along the path of the creek. 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                 Continued on Page 4... 
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THE ALABAMA AVENUE SE CORRIDOR SAFTEY STUDY CONTNUES 

 
The Alabama Avenue Southeast Corridor Safety Study is nearing completion.  New design recom-
mendations were presented to Ward 7 and Ward 8 residents in September.  Final recommendations 
to improve the safety and quality of life for all the corridor users are expected later this fall. To view 
the current redesign recommendations along the corridor click on the picture below or use web  
address https://www.alabamaavenuesestudy.com/. 

 
QUALITY HEALTH CARE EAST OF THE RIVER 

 

The Hillcrest Community Civic Association members will visit the United Medical Center campus to 
tour and hear about current and future services at the facility, in an effort to increase the communities 
use of the center.  Many residents east of the river travel several miles to other areas of the city for 
medical services, while a resource sits nearby.   

The history of the hospital center east of the river tells us it was the residents that became alarmed by 
the lost of the hospital when the facility moved to it’s current location in northeast Washington as what 
is known today as Providence Hospital.  The lost of the hospital meant no medical service within the 
surrounding area. It was the community fundraising efforts and the support of local developer Morris 
Cafritz that raised funds to build the hospital we know today, which later became an award winning 
medical center which expanded into Prince George’s County.   

Since the late 1990’s the medical center has suffered numerous financial and reputation problems, for 
which  may be the reason why residents do not support the hospital today.  The hospital has been in 
the news recently concerning issues with the obstetrics unit which ended with the unit being shut 
down for ninety days.  

In recent years legislation has  been put forward by DC government officials to relocate the hospital 
elsewhere within the city. Some suspect because the current location is the perfect spot for redevelop-
ment.  The property sits on a large metro accessible plot with views of the D.C. skyline from upper 
floors, all of which make the location attractive .   

According to news reports, the site of the hospital has never been the issue for it’s failures, funding 
and proper management appear to be the issues.  It took the community efforts to establish and  
maintain the hospital in the past.  It will take the community efforts again. 

https://www.alabamaavenuesestudy.com/


Got Ideas! 

Email ideas or articles for newsletter  
by the 15th of the month to:    
hillcrestdc_newsletter@yahoo.com  

 
 

Pay 2017 Dues                                      
Make checks payable to HCCA 
Send to :  P.O. Box 30895  
Washington, DC 20030 
Or 
www.hillcrestdc.com/paydues.htm 
 
 

Follow on Twitter @HillcrestWard7 
and Facebook  

 
 

Visit our website at: 
www.hillcrestdc.com 

 

 

Join the conversation on  list serve: 

Hillcrestdc@yahoo.com 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

Hillcrest Newsletter  brings you the information of the community 

HCCA Board  
Karen Williams, President  
Michelle Peete, First Vice President  
Boyle Stuckey, Second Vice President  
Yvonne Dupree, Secretary  
Monica H. Evans, Treasurer  
Kenneth Burke, Parliamentarian  
Ruth V. Lewis, Chair, Communications  
Jeanne Contardo, Chair, Education   
Mary Ross, Chair, Environmental and Beautification  
Sheila Brown, Chair, Fundraising  
Philip Hammond, Chair, Membership  
James Short, Chair, Public Safety/Emergency Preparedness  
Michelle Phipps-Evans, Chair, Recreation 
 

Contact information is available on our website at www.hillcrestdc.com  

DEDICATION AT ALGER PARK  Continued... 
 

Even though the park is not designed for a walking trail,  
several in the crowd were able to maneuver from the lower 
end at Hillcrest and Park Drives to the upper (eastern) end on 
31st St., SE.  Standing above the high end of the stream on 
31st St., SE were Mark Brown and his wife, Anita.  Mark stated 
that he had grown up on 30th St., and decades ago had spent 
time with his buddies playing in the creek.  He has now moved 
back into his childhood home.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Sadly, less than 24 hours prior to the dedication, a car failed to 
negotiate a curve in the 2900 block of Hillcrest Drive, jumped 
the curb and burst into flames.  News reports indicated that 
there was one fatality.  The car did not fall down into the park, 
but remained on the street level.  Up on the street there was 
tragedy; down along the stream there was tranquility. 


